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Sean Kelly, USFWS, Caribbean Ecological Services Field Office (USVI)
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Stephanie Avery-Gomm, Environment and Climate Change Canada, Science and Tech Branch 
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Ricardo Zambrano, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
Steve Papa, USFWS, Long Island Field Office
Eileen McGourty, USFWS, Monomoy NWR
Diann Prosser, USGS, Eastern Ecological Science Center
Alison Kocek, USFWS Southern New England/Long Island Coastal Program
Susan Schubel, Audubon Seabird Institute
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Pam Loring, USFWS
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-----

Sara Schweitzer, North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission (will have to bounce off at 9 AM 3/4/26 for a short meeting, then I'll be back)

Avery-Gomm,Stephanie (elle | she, her) (ECCC) 3/3/26  8:55 AM
They certainly have!

Kate Williams 3/3/26  9:00 AM
My recollection is that we basically got in a room together in MA in 2013 and talked out a species prioritization that we thought made sense. I don't think it was any more quantitative or informed than that. So a revisit makes sense!

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 3/3/26  9:08 AM
Caleb: Please put the full citation for Nisbet et al (2013) in the chat when you get a chance.
https://atlanticmarinebirds.org/downloads/Nisbet_bird_monograph_2013.pdf
Nisbet, I. C. T., Veit, R. R., Auer, S. A., & White, T. P. (year). Marine birds of the eastern United States and the Bay of Fundy (Nuttall Ornithological Monographs No. 29). P.A. Buckley, Editor.

Kate Williams 3/3/26  9:12 AM
This species prioritization sounds like a very similar process to the "population vulnerability" component of avian vulnerability assessments conducted for offshore wind, like Kelsey et al. 2018: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0301479718309228. It would be worth looking at some of these vulnerability assessments for ideas about specific parameters to include in the assessment and how to deal with uncertainty. Some relevant data has already been collated by these teams as well, so you don't need to start from scratch

Evan Adams 3/3/26  9:13 AM
And just another note that we are updating the Wilmott et al. vulnerability assessment right now for a new project. So we might have some information we can share across efforts.

Avery-Gomm,Stephanie (elle | she, her) (ECCC) 3/3/26  9:14 AM
The expert elicitation approach used by David Lieske in his 2019 paper to solicit relative sensitivities of different marine bird species to a range of pressures was relatively easy to duplicate for our NOGA CEA study, and the code will be available. This may be an approach you could use for the threat prioritization if you are using expert opinion. 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006320718306670
Synthesizing expert opinion to assess the at-sea risks to seabirds in the western North Atlantic - ScienceDirect

Vagos, Kristina 3/3/26  9:17 AM
Thank you for producing this. It is nice to have this all in one report.

Kocek, Alison R 3/3/26  9:17 AM
https://atlanticmarinebirds.org/downloads/AMBC2025_PartnerProjectSummaries_Final.pdf

Gleason, Jeffrey S 3/3/26  9:24 AM
Great overview Caleb, thank you!

Sarah Karpanty (she/her; Virginia Tech)) 3/3/26  9:24 AM
thanks for a great overview Caleb!

Kate Williams 3/3/26  9:27 AM
Sounds good! The Atlantic vulnerability assessment update is ongoing now, should have draft products this summer

Evan Adams 3/3/26  9:28 AM
Oh, the GoMAMN species prioritization in the seabird chapter would also be interesting to you all. We discuss here for all birds (https://gomamn.org/priority-birds) and here for seabirds specifically (https://gomamn.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/chapter6-1.pdf).

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 3/3/26  9:29 AM
I favor a joint meeting with the Waterbird Society.

Zambrano, Ricardo 3/3/26  9:29 AM
It's the Waterbird Society's 50th Anniversary meeting. 

Kocek, Alison R 3/3/26  9:30 AM
2 service employees could go! 

Kocek, Alison R 3/3/26  9:31 AM
total travel costs are capped at a pretty low number also

Avery-Gomm,Stephanie (elle | she, her) (ECCC) 3/3/26  9:31 AM
I really enjoyed this meeting last year, I wish I could be there! 

Gleason, Jeffrey S 3/3/26  9:33 AM
IUCN Threats Classification
https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/threat-classification-scheme
https://nc.iucnredlist.org/redlist/content/attachment_files/Dec_2022_Guidance_Threats_Classificatio…
 
NatureServ
https://www.natureserve.org/conservation-status-assessment
https://www.natureserve.org/publications/natureserve-conservation-status-assessments-factors-evalua…
https://www.natureserve.org/sites/default/files/natureserveconservationstatusfactors_apr12.pdf
 
Conservation Standards
https://www.conservationstandards.org/library-item/iucn-cmp-threats-classification-version-4-0/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yfm7ua9hQJpjycx6FYQJ6Jy5LA4bP0XP61EW3-sX8ZY/edit?gid=310830…
https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1523-1739.2008.00937.x

Gleason, Jeffrey S 3/3/26  9:39 AM
As I recall for GOMAMN, we used a derivation or step-down process/finer resolution of the Conservation Standards (Salafsky et al. 2008) to get at "Threats" (CMP 2016, Vers. 2.0) Strategic Bird Monitoring Guidelines for the Northern Gulf of Mexico

Ramos Vazquez, Luis A 3/3/26  9:45 AM
Birds Caribbean Waterbird Census program information  - https://www.birdscaribbean.org/our-work/caribbean-waterbird-census-program/
www.birdscaribbean.org

Ramos Vazquez, Luis A 3/3/26  9:57 AM
Alex Sansom - Waterbird Program Manager, BirdsCaribbean 
Email - waterbird.manager@birdscaribbean.org
Caribbean Waterbird Census information  - https://ebird.org/projects/1040/about

Wilson, Troy 3/3/26  10:04 AM
Ruth and Sara, thank you both for your efforts here. This is vital life support for North American waterbird conservation!
Kocek, Alison R stopped recording.

3/3/26  10:21 AM 3/4/26 Spiegel, Caleb
If anyone has any questions about the bycatch workshop, I'm happy to answer in the chat
...after a brief biobreak by Spiegel, Caleb

Boettcher, Ruth (DWR) 3/3/26  10:22 AM
The seabird bycatch workshop was outstanding and a huge step forward in addressing the bycatch issue. Kudos to Caleb and the other organizers!

3/3/26  10:23 AM 3/4/26 Spiegel, Caleb
On a break-- Please return at 10:30

Liese A. Siemann 3/3/26  10:24 AM
Putting my name in late…I can also answer questions about our bycatch reduction project and our working relationship with our fishing partners.

Jodice, Patrick G 3/3/26  10:38 AM
AMBC rep will be voting on new board members and have an opportunity to nominate people for Exec Positions or regional rep

Julia Gulka 3/3/26  10:48 AM
https://www.nyetwg.com/specialist-committees/avian-displacement

Julia Gulka 3/3/26  10:49 AM
https://rwsc.org/marine-bird-distributions/

Marine Bird Distribution Working Group - RWSC
OVErVIEW The Marine Bird Distribution Working Group aims to support collaborative coordination of research and monitoring to increase knowledge of marine bird distributions in the U.S. Atlantic as ...
rwsc.org

Iain Stenhouse 3/3/26  10:56 AM
Yes, that background to the MSP group sounds familiar, Caleb.

Iain Stenhouse 3/3/26  10:57 AM
It brought us together to tackle these issues collectively.

Juliet Lamb 3/3/26  10:58 AM
OSW planning is still active in Canada, with some important work currently underway

Kate Williams 3/3/26  11:10 AM
A colleague who is not a marine bird person recently asked for HPAI resources that they can share with members of the public - specifically guidance on things like whether to touch dead birds on the beach, who to contact to report dead birds, supporting sampling for HPAI, etc. I'll check out the resources at the QR code Laim shared, but if anyone has any good public-facing resources you would recommend, can you drop a link in the chat? Thanks!!

Avery-Gomm,Stephanie (elle | she, her) (ECCC) 3/3/26  11:14 AM
I don't think our HPAI Response Resources has a single document that answers all those questions. This website provides Canadian guidance on handling. HPAI reporting is state specific in the US I believe.  https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/avian-influenza-h5n1/prevention-risks.html
Avian influenza A(H5N1): Spread, prevention and risks - Canada.ca
Information about how avian influenza is transmitted, how to prevent it, and who is most at risk.
www.canada.ca

Mogadam, Roya 3/3/26  11:14 AM
https://www.fws.gov/avian-influenza
Avian Influenza | U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
www.fws.gov

Avery-Gomm,Stephanie (elle | she, her) (ECCC) 3/3/26  11:15 AM
The link to the HPAI Response Resources: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1WCvHrRoV6MT4Nj8HvFgHfZ6R325LcvC-?usp=drive_link
HPAI Response - Resources - Google Drive
drive.google.com

Mckay, Jennifer L 3/3/26  11:15 AM
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/prevention/index.html
Preventing Bird Flu Infections
The best way to prevent H5N1 bird flu is to avoid sources of exposure whenever possible.
www.cdc.gov

Kate Williams 3/3/26  11:22 AM
Thank you all!

Spiegel, Caleb 3/3/26  11:22 AM
Amazing work Gemma and all!

Sarah Karpanty (she/her; Virginia Tech)) 3/3/26  11:25 AM
Yes thanks Caleb-I am definitely interested in that topic! Been chatting with VDWR about the menhaden issues and will tune into working group today.

Shea Fee 3/3/26  11:27 AM
anyone have a citation for that sand lance paper?

Holly Goyert 3/3/26  11:28 AM
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/faf.12445?prg140729=875755b8-edb8-494b-8308-2aa249…

Kocek, Alison R stopped recording.

Kocek, Alison R 3/3/26  11:29 AM
We are at lunch. Please be back by 12:45pm for our next session.

Moffett, Patrick J 3/3/26  11:29 AM
We have a weather-related early school release at 12:30 here in MA so have to head home then, but will tune in when possible this afternoon

3/3/26  12:45 PM Spiegel, Caleb
This Teams call will be the Marine Spatial Planning Working Group;  For the Community Science and Marine Bird Health go here: Microsoft Teams meeting
Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/29296773345535?p=QTLqY20OcdA7UaEisP
Meeting ID: 292 967 733 455 35
Passcode: MJ6sg7NB

Evan Adams 3/3/26  1:02 PM
I'm not seeing a right side of this figure…
There we go!

Peter Paton 3/3/26  1:11 PM
How is avoidance behavior incorporated into these models?
thanks everyone



Michael Wethington 3/3/26  1:19 PM
Open questions from the SCRAM 3/4/26 group about Integrating survey and tracking data to model NOGA collision risk:
 
1. We will have areas with good density coverage but no GPS tracking to tell us what birds are doing. How do we handle those cells? There are several options on the table — applying regional behavioral averages, borrowing from nearby areas with tracking data. 
 
2. Does partitioning by behavior actually change the collision risk estimates in a meaningful way compared to treating all birds the same? And if so, how do we demonstrate that convincingly? 
 
3. This framework is built around Northern Gannets, but the architecture is general — anywhere you have survey-derived density and tracking data with behavioral classification, you could apply the same approach. We are interested in hearing whether folks are interested in applying this kind of framework for other species (or perhaps alternative wind energy contexts).

Evan Adams 3/3/26  1:53 PM
The Gulf of Mexico VA that Julia led does have an approach for incorporating uncertainty into the scoring. I could see it working for the Pacific VA scores as well.

Bigger, David 3/3/26  1:56 PM
Question for Aspen: How general is the approach - could it be applied to other energy development activities?

Recording stopped

Bigger, David 3/3/26  2:02 PM
thank you!

Debi Palka 3/3/26  2:14 PM
Is anyone updating Arliss's maps that used data up to 2019?

Emily Runnells 3/3/26  2:20 PM 
Thank you, Holly!  

Kate Williams 3/3/26  2:20 PM
Thanks!

Aspen Ellis 3/3/26  2:20 PM
Thanks Holly!

Josh (NEFSC) 3/3/26  2:20 PM
Thanks, all!

Martin, Kate H 3/3/26  2:20 PM
thanks!  great presentations

Julia Willmott 3/3/26  2:20 PM
Thanks Holly!

3/3/26  2:21 PM Spiegel, Caleb
We're on a break until 2:30  
...Then it's Forage Fish/SCAW breakout. by Spiegel, Caleb

Welch, Linda 3/3/26  2:30 PM
Welcome to the Forage Fish / Seabird Colonies and Adjacent Waters WG!

Sarah Karpanty (she/her; Virginia Tech)) 3/3/26  2:45 PM
This is exciting Ruth because this is the neccessary work to enable the restoration that needs to happen--great work to you and Dave!

Lindsay Addison 3/3/26  2:48 PM
This is incredibly important. The NMFS people in our state will not allow the creation of new islands or expansion of existing ones. 

Kocek, Alison R 3/3/26  2:53 PM
maybe a super silly idea but if any islands were going to be nearshore or in quite shallow water, considering WADs could potentially help the island accrete sediment. I know that would be an unlikely scenario though

Boettcher, Ruth (DWR) 3/3/26  2:53 PM
Anyone interested in helping with the white paper contact ruth.boettcher@dwr.virginia.gov

Kocek, Alison R 3/3/26  3:08 PM
Amazing work Michelle and all involved!!

Spiegel, Caleb 3/3/26  3:08 PM
So awesome to see the results of this workshop and paper having an impact... Nice work Michelle, Linda and all!
Spendelow, Jeffrey A 3/3/26  3:08 PM
Michelle: Thanks for all the info and your efforts.

Lyons, Don 3/3/26  3:41 PM
Gemma: wondering, if funds were raised, if a person employed by a partner organization could work in your lab for an extended period to aleive the capacity constraint?

Lyons, Don 3/3/26  3:50 PM
Gemma: A federal funding source (e.g., FWS, USGS) could probably send funds to Cornell at 17.5% overhead via a CESU process, if/when the hiring freeze ends. Contact me if you have questions.

Kocek, Alison R 3/3/26  3:51 PM
I assume other nearby universities like SUNY-ESF don't have a lab that this data could be analyzed at? Just thinking alternate ways to get an assistant that's nearby but not working directly for you/Cornell

Sarah Karpanty (she/her; Virginia Tech)) 3/3/26  3:51 PM
I agree with Don--that is likely a good option

Michelle D Staudinger 3/3/26  3:51 PM
UNH is probably has a CESU if you wanted to send funds to pay for analyses

Kate Williams 3/3/26  3:52 PM
Cornell is part of the NAC CESU: https://naccesu.uri.edu/partners/

Prosser, Diann J 3/3/26  3:52 PM
here's a link: Cornell University – North Atlantic Coast Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit

Gemma Clucas 3/3/26  3:53 PM
Thanks!

Liam Taylor 3/3/26  4:03 PM
Thank you Alison!!

Lindsay Addison 3/3/26  4:03 PM
You sent the right amount of emails Alison!

Kocek, Alison R 3/3/26  4:03 PM
haha good to hear Lindsay

Welch, Linda 3/3/26  4:05 PM
Thank you Caleb and Alison for pulling this meeting together!

Kocek, Alison R3/3/2026 3:51 PM
I assume other nearby universities like SUNY-ESF don't have a lab that this data could be analyzed at? Just thinking alternate ways to get an assistant that's nearby but not working directly for you/cornell
Gemma Clucas 3/3/26  4:05 PM
Good question Alison. I'm not sure for certain, but I think it would be pretty unlikely unfortunately as it's just not that common (yet) to be doing this work at the scale we're doing it at 

Kocek, Alison R 3/3/26  4:21 PM
Happy to be a part of helping you all share such critical work. Thanks everyone who participated and hope to see many of you again over the next two days

Kocek, Alison R 3/3/26  4:22 PM
lofty goal Caleb!!

Kimberly Peters 3/3/26  4:23 PM
thanks Caleb!

Holly Goyert 3/3/26  4:23 PM
Thanks Caleb and Alison!

Sarah Karpanty (she/her; Virginia Tech)) 3/3/26  4:23 PM
thanks Caleb and Alison--great job!

Holly Goyert 3/3/26  4:23 PM
And great presentations today!

Kocek, Alison R stopped recording.

Meeting ended: at 3/3/26  4:35 PM after 8 hours 20 minutes 13 seconds
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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-----


Kocek, Alison R 8:40 AM
As well as some really neat genetics work right after tracking study #2!

Kate Williams 8:55 AM
This is super interesting - thank you both!

Welch, Linda 8:55 AM
Thanks Tasha and Michelle!!

Tengeres, Jill E 8:56 AM
Great work - exciting stuff!

Guitart, Sarah R (FWE) 8:56 AM
Great presentation!

Vagos, Kristina 8:56 AM
So interesting - especially the butterfish energetics - wish they were less flat and wide so that the chicks could eat them

Welch, Linda 9:13 AM
So exciting to see all this BLSK diet information!!

Ramos Vazquez, Luis A 9:14 AM
Gemma, Fantastic presentation!

Kocek, Alison R 9:15 AM
Disappointed not to see mola mola again 	

Rubega, Margaret 9:15 AM
Great stuff, Gemma. Love to see all this diet flexibility. 

Mostello, Carolyn (FWE) 9:27 AM
Would be interesting to look at adult energetics at different points in the season and see if there's a link to productivty

Natasha Gownaris 9:27 AM
Excited to see how this develops, great work Kim!

Guitart, Sarah R (FWE) 9:28 AM
Really interesting work Kimberly! I may not have heard this correctly, but why are non-fledged chick weights not included? 

Kimberly Lato 9:29 AM
non-fledged chicks just aren't continuously monitoring throughout the season, especially if they die early on and thus multiple masses aren't obtained to get a growth rate

Rubega, Margaret 9:29 AM
Very interesting Kim. Are the chick weights drawn just from the birds you had tech on, or the whole population? 

Evan Adams 9:30 AM
Awesome stuff, Kim. This is still a pre-print, but the SeabOrd folks in the UK have a new approach out showing you can take energetic effects and translate them to demographic change. I suspect you'll find some interesting ideas in there. https://ecoevorxiv.org/repository/view/11686/

Kimberly Lato 9:31 AM
Rubega,Margaret: just a subset of the nests are continuously monitored throughout the season; however the chick growth rate data included more than just the nests with GPS tagged individuals

Vagos, Kristina 9:40 AM
That's an awesome photo!

Liam Taylor 9:40 AM
Great talk, Katie! Would love to chat about this more.
Q: One of your images showed (I think) fencing around a gull nest. Is that for keeping the chicks together for research? Or conservation measure for the gulls themselves?

Mostello, Carolyn (FWE) 9:41 AM
Great work, with practical applications for those of us managing terns and gulls in close proximity

Welch, Linda 9:41 AM
Great talk Katie!

Tabatha Cormier 9:41 AM
Great job Katie! Exciting to see this update since PSG 

Mark Mallory 9:41 AM
Super job, Katie!

Liam Taylor 9:41 AM
great, makes sense!

Jodice, Patrick G 9:53 AM
Do you know if there is any difference in the lipid density in CAPE v SALA?

Natasha Gownaris 9:53 AM
Excellent job!

Welch, Linda 9:54 AM
Great talk Kate!

Tengeres, Jill E 9:54 AM
Very interesting - thanks for sharing!!!

Jodice, Patrick G 9:56 AM
great, thank you! very interesting!

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 9:57 AM
Katie: Do you provide human-made nest sites for ROSTs at Country Island?

Katie Ryder 9:57 AM
Yes, wooden nest boxes



Mostello, Carolyn (FWE) 10:08 AM
Does slower wing chord growth rate mean that they leave the island later vs go to sea at the same time but with less developed wings?
10:08 AM

Rubega, Margaret 10:09 AM
Heather, how were diet data collected? 

Welch, Linda 10:09 AM
Thanks Heather!

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 10:11 AM
Heather: Are you getting recruitment of ATPU from restored colony sites in Maine?

Rubega, Margaret 10:13 AM
Thanks!

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 10:15 AM
Gemma: Have you tried to get BLSK poop samples from Marthas Vineyard, MA?

Lamarre, Jessika 10:15 AM
This is a question for Heather or anyone else who might have the data. Is there a sense that the popn of herring in the Bay of Fundy is increasing, decreasing, or remaining stable with sufficient SSB to benefit the growing popn of alcids?

Kimberly Lato 10:16 AM
I have to jump to another call, but if anyone has any questions they can email me at: kim.lato@unh.edu; thanks!

Ian Nisbet 10:17 AM
When you watch common terns foraging during chick-raising, the adults eat the smaller fish that they catch and fly home with large fish when they catch one. We do not know if there is post-catch selection by species, but there certainly is by size and energy content. And the dropped fish that you pick up are a biased sample of those brought to the colony. 

Heather L Major 10:17 AM
Lamarre, Jessika:  I think it is hard to say. My first thought is that there are fewer now than in previous decades but also quite a bit of variability (based on chick diet).

Natasha Gownaris 10:17 AM
If anyone has suggestions for a desiccator let us know! We did look around but they were out of budget this year - hopefully we can leverage the prelim data for more funding.

10:17 AM Spiegel, Caleb
A question for Michelle and Natasha: I think you reported that herring were the 2nd least energetic spp. of forage fish analyzed, but my understanding is that they are generally thought to be a high-quality prey item. Can you explain this result/discrepancy?

Natasha Gownaris 10:18 AM
Great minds,  Kate Vonderbank

Rubega, Margaret 10:19 AM
Why not just buy bulk dessicant (as used for optics) in bulk, and dry the samples with the dessicant? 

Holly Goyert 10:19 AM
LuanneJ@biodiversityworksmv.org is a good contact on Martha's Vineyard. (Luanne Johnson)
Happy to make an introduction if needed (holly.goyert@briwildlife.org)

Rubega, Margaret 10:22 AM
@ian, if the question is just whether the nutritional value of the fish vary annually (or with water temperature) , then the bias from dropped fish shouldn't matter. 

Kocek, Alison R 10:22 AM
So glad to see you on Ian!

10:24 AM Spiegel, Caleb
Interesting. That would be a shocker

Liam Taylor 10:25 AM
very interesting conversation - thank you all!

Natasha Gownaris
10:25 AM 3/4/26 
Just a quick visual you can see on the top right the lower values in recent years!

Guitart, Sarah R (FWE) 10:25 AM
Excellent session! Thank you  Michelle, all the speakers, and Caleb and Alison!

Rubega, Margaret 10:26 AM
Great session thanks everybody!

10:26 AM Spiegel, Caleb
On break til 1035

Kocek, Alison R stopped recording.

Liam Waters 10:50 AM
I loved the illustrations in your slides!

Lamarre, Jessika 10:50 AM
Great talk and very interesting research! Quick question about anthropogenic foraging, do you have any sense that those anthropogenic foragers produce more or less chicks per years? Are those more urban colonies growing/decreasing in density?

Peter Paton 10:51 AM
Do you know the relationship between plastic and reproductive success for your tagged birds?

Liam Taylor 10:51 AM
really great talk

Pam Michael (Terra Mar) 11:02 AM
Very cool map/visual! Great way to connect it with 'daily life'!

Avery-Gomm,Stephanie (elle | she, her) (ECCC) 11:05 AM
Very interesting paper Erin Murphy!
Perhaps during the Q&A, could speak to similar summaries for Dovekie and Northern Fulmar? I am curious given personal experience with studying plastic ingestion in these species in this region!

Erin Murphy 11:08 AM
Yes I can do that!
Erin Murphy 11:09 AM
Sorry to go over! Here is the paper: https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2415492122
All raw data is available in the SI if folks are interested in looking through it in more detail. 

Pokras, Mark 11:17 AM
interesting info on GB herons...they also eat a lot of terrestrial prey in many areas including reptiles (and amphib), rodents, etc.  We have seen anticoag rodenticide cases in this species...

Anaïs KERRIC 11:39 AM
Pokras, Mark3/4/2026 11:17 AM
Thanks Mark for this information, it's interesting to know. 

Anaïs KERRIC 11:40 AM
Pauline Bellot (Postdoctoral researcher at University of Quebec at Montreal, Qc, Canada) Contact : paulinebellot1@gmail.com

Liam Waters 11:41 AM
Have you seen outward adverse effects from these pesticides on the mortality/ health or productivity of the Ring-billed Gulls in your study?

Ramos Vazquez, Luis A 11:51 AM
Great info Pat

Erin Murphy 11:51 AM
Info for Avery-Gomm,Stephanie: 
Northern fulmar (48 cm)– 16/29 ingested plastic, 0 died.
Total plastic = 4.7 Hard plastic = 4.56 cm3 Rubber = 2.1
Dovekie (21 cm) – Not represented in database
Total plastic = 2.06 cm3 Hard plastic = 2 cm3 Rubber = 0.92 cm3

Guitart, Sarah R (FWE) 11:52 AM
Erin Murphy: you may have covered this, but why does rubber have higher mortality risk?

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 11:52 AM
Pat: Are there plans to do similar studies of other bird species (especially terns) in the gulf?


Jodice, Patrick G 11:53 AM
Jeff: I believe there is some tracking work going on with ROYT from TX. Jeff Gleason may know more

Kate Williams 11:54 AM
Pat - do you think pelicans are actually getting attracted offshore to the rigs, or is it more that when they are offshore already, they preferentially use areas around rigs? E.g., is the CPA pattern you identified more related to higher offshore use in that region generally (for cross-Gulf movements)?

Pam Michael (Terra Mar) 11:54 AM
for Pat: Where you at all surprised at the pelican-rig vicinity association you found, not only habitat use but also behavioral state?

Spiegel, Caleb 11:54 AM
Pat - did your lab take blood samples from BRPE involved in the tracking research  around the rigs?

Julia Willmott 11:57 AM
Pat- Can you differentiate lighted rigs from non-lighted rigs for an analysis on the data? 

11:58 AM Spiegel, Caleb
Anais (Pauline): what other species do you think would be a priority for additional analysis of  pesticides in ag fields?  

Juliet Lamb 11:58 AM
Kate Williams: we didn't show day of season here, but the association is persistent throughout the staging period, not just on migration. Some are commuting back and forth from staging sites along the coast to rigs.

Erin Murphy 12:01 PM
Thank you all for coming! Please feel free to email me if you have other questions. emurphy@oceanconservancy.org

Kocek, Alison R stopped recording.

12:02 PM Spiegel, Caleb
Were on lunch break until 12:50p

Kocek, Alison R 12:02 PM
Great work to all of the moderators and speakers! Truly inspirational work happening 

Ian Nisbet 12:45 PM
Publication available:  Dick Veit and I still have plenty of copies of our 2013 monograph: 'Marine Birds of the Eastern United States and the Bay of Fundy: Distribution, Numbers, Trends, Threats and Management' (Nuttall Ornithological Monographs 19). If anyone would like a free copy, contact me at icnisbet@verizon.net. Even if you already have a copy, get another one for a colleague or a student. 

Griffin Archambault 1:03 pm
Maybe I missed it, but what did you do with bodies of water that had multiple observer sets or groups, if that happened?

Ramos Vazquez, Luis A 1:05 PM
Griffin Archambault: Can you put the link in the chat? 

Holly Goyert 1:07 PM
Griffin Archambault:  great stuff! Let me know if you want to talk about these techniques I've used to estimate density dependence and carrying capacity in seabirds: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0006320716308618
https://americanornithologypubsblog.org/2018/08/15/arctic-seabird-populations-respond-to-climate-ch…

Griffin Archambault 1:08 PM
Ramos Vazquez:
 https://www.adkloon.org/ny-loon-census

Ramos Vazquez, Luis A 1:08 PM
Thank you!

Griffin Archambault 1:09 PM
Thank you Holly! Can you dm me your email or shoot me an email so we can connect?
 research@adkloon.org

Holly Goyert 1:09 PM
holly.goyert@briwildlife.org I'll send you an email.

Ramos Vazquez, Luis A 1:23 PM
Griffin Archambault: I'm the Project Manager for the Restoration of Common Loons in Minnesota. Here (https://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/project?id=186), you can find information about the project. I am going to email your contact information to Tim Mitchell (tim.s.mitchell Luis   A 

Griffin Archambault 1:25 PM
Ramos Vazquez,Luis A: Thank you and nice to meet virtually! I've briefly connected with Tim on virtual meetings but would be great to connect again.

Sarah DeLand 1:39 PM
Seabird Catalog contact info:
Emily Shumchenia, PhD, RWSC Director emily.shumchenia@rwsc.org
Sarah DeLand, Duke MGEL sarah.deland@duke.edu

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 1:49 PM
Pam: I was struck by the difference in rate of association of COTEs vs (closely related) ROSTs - any thoughts as to why? 

Kate Williams 1:49 PM
Pam - the association of ROST with structures is interesting - do you think they are really more attracted to structures than other terns? Or are they easier to identify to species level if they are stationary and sitting on structures?

Holly Goyert 1:50 PM
That's great Pam, could you please describe perhaps the protocol from observers for defining an "association" with infrastructure? distance-based? behavior-based?

1:51 PM Spiegel, Caleb
Pam: What was the sample size of ROST flight height observations

Guitart, Sarah R (FWE) 1:51 PM
Robert Joseph Blackmore: Excellent talk! I noticed in your final picture, the scary bird deterrent is close to land. Do you know if there are risks of disturbance at the colony from the scary birds?

Pam Michael (Terra Mar) 1:51 PM
pamelamichael@terramarappliedsciences.com

Evan Adams 1:53 PM 
Nice talk, Pam. Two questions: (1) how worried are you about ground-bias from the vessel surveys? Birds are easier to see when they are closer to the surface. (2) at the end you mentioned conducting distance-correction to calculate abundance, have you run into any issues with the attraction of animals to structures and distance sampling? If animals are non-randomly distributing through your survey area then end up with biased density estimates.

1:54 PM Spiegel, Caleb
Robert - would you please mention the recent/anticipate increase in the Nfld cod fleet. What do you think the likelihood would be that scary bird kites (if they continue to show promise) would be adopted at a larger scale?

Guitart, Sarah R (FWE) 1:56 PM
Thank you!

Gleason, Jeffrey S 1:56 PM
In the n Gulf, as I recall, we had relatively small sample sizes (# of records) for Roseate Terns with most OBS being geographically limited/constrained to the SE corner of the study area North of Dry Tortugas National Park. The Eastern Gulf has virtually no O&G production, as compared to the Central and Western Gulf

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 1:57 PM
Pam: At what distance can you first start seeing Black Terns from the ships?

Evan Adams 1:57 PM
Double observer methods would be sweet to look into that stuff.

Gleason, Jeffrey S 1:58 PM
Big differences in availability of anthropogenic structures (primarily O&G platforms) in the Northern Gulf of America East to West

Pam Michael (Terra Mar) 2:01 PM
We did see black tern at 'all distances', so some were identified beyond the classic 300 m strip width. I could get you a summary of # of birds by distance pretty easily if you are curious about some rough/raw but broad summaries
pamelamichael@terramarappliedsciens.com

Pam Michael (Terra Mar) 2:01 PM
Jeff: VERY true, I under emphasized that & Pat brought it up in his talk

Pam Michael (Terra Mar) 2:03 PM
Evan: pamelamichael@terramarappliedsciences.com: Let's chat offline! others welcome!

Pam Michael (Terra Mar). 2:16 PM
Jeff:  Sorry, I think I missread this earlier: the % of individuals showing attraction:
COTE: 2.4% individuals of ~500 individuals ROST: 41% individuals of 24 individuals.  This is a big difference, and I haven't given a lot of thought yet as to why. I'm a bit more familiar with COTE vs ROST,  much more familiar with SOTE, but haven't thought deeply about differences within 'terns' yet.

Gleason, Jeffrey S 2:29 PM
Per question(s) re COTE (p. 270) v. ROST (p. 274) in the northern Gulf: sighting data for GOMMAPPS seabird vessel surveys (NOAA VOOs), please refer to the link https://espis.boem.gov/Final%20Reports/BOEM_2025-026.pdf

Kocek, Alison R 3:10 PM
one heck of a team for that work Juliet!

3:20 PM Spiegel, Caleb
Amazing project!

Guitart, Sarah R (FWE) 3:20 PM
Great presentation Juliet!

Robert Joseph Blackmore 3:21 PM
Avery-Gomm,Stephanie: Can you explain how some of the risk factors used in the models may stack and therefore have an additive effect across the metrics? For example, light pollution and bycatch risk can be correlated with vessel traffic

Robert Joseph Blackmore 3:22 PM
Greg Forcey: Could I contact you directly with questions about the Red-footed Booby sighting? To say I'm excited about the prospect of a RFBO record for NL is an understatement 

Julia Willmott 3:22 PM
gforcey@normandeau.com

Robert Joseph Blackmore 3:23 PM
thanks Julia!

Greg Forcey 3:25 PM
Robert Joseph Blackmore: Yes of course. gforcey@normandeau.com

Moylan, RoseErin 3:26 PM
When you had simultaneous human and ATOM observations, did you compare if all detections made by humans were also detected by ATOM?
3:27 PM  Spiegel, Caleb
Juliet: Why do you think the % overlap with wind facilities in your NOGA tracking data was so low for foraging vs. resting? 

Kate Williams 3:28 PM
Juliet - maybe you haven't done this yet, but how do your GBBG data compare with Esther Nosazeogie's from Stony Brook? Do you continue to see separation of foraging habitat by colony location when looking at additional colonies?

Juliet Lamb 3:30 PM
Spiegel, Caleb: Probably just distribution relative to shore. Most foraging was well inshore of wind lease areas, whereas birds were resting further offshore at night and overlapping WEAs more often

Kocek, Alison R stopped recording.

3:30 PM Spiegel, Caleb
On a break until 3:35

Greg Forcey 3:35 PM
Moylan, RoseErin: We couldn't identify the individual birds the observer saw in the video. With a few exceptions, we saw more total individuals of each species with ATOM than with the seabird observer. The only species that the seabird observer detected that ATOM did not was the American Golden Plover. 

Russell-Mercier,Jake (il | he, him) (ECCC) 3:53 PM
I'm sorry that I have to sign off early, but thanks for the great talks and discussion!

Kate Goodenough 4:05 PM
Thanks Lindsay!

Robert Joseph Blackmore 4:23 PM
Abigail Muscat:  does the drop in diving frequency in Razorbills in September coincide with the end of chick-provisioning at sea by males? I'm not sure when exactly that ends in RAZO but I suspect it would be around a month post-fledging?

Henry Penfold 4:32 PM
Great talk Sydney! Did you ever capture more than two flights from the same individual to compare? 

Liam Waters 4:33 PM
Abigail - have you thought about deploying some gps tags to supplement your GLS data, or is that level of location accuracy not important for your project? 

Kate Williams 4:33 PM
Sydney - this is the first I have heard that seabird observers may be more consistently deployed on oil and gas platforms - that is wonderful news. Can you speak a bit more to how that is coming about, and how rig-based observations are conducted for nocturnal species?
4:33 PM Spiegel, Caleb
Lindsay & Kate - I know it is a relatively small sample size, but did the bird that made the reverse migration depart for southward migration at a different time than the ones that didn't?  Did they end up in different wintering locations?

4:35 PM Spiegel, Caleb
Sydney - Is oil and natural gas development growing off Nfld?

Robert Joseph Blackmore 4:37 PM
100% 

Lindsay Addison 4:38 PM
Caleb: Their colonies are too dense to monitor specific individuals' nesting success.

4:43 PM Spiegel, Caleb
I did notice that Greg mentioned one of the monitoring locations was off Newfoundland. Were Leach's Storm Petrels one of the species documented 

Henry Penfold 4:43 PM
Sydney - were you using Pathtrack nanoFix GEO-mini GPS devices when you captured nine tracks with a single deployment? I have tracked Leach's storm petrels on Kent Island using similar devices but have struggled to capture more than two flights! 

Kate Goodenough 4:46 PM
Sydney what size tags are you using?\

Henry Penfold 4:48 PM
Thank you!!

4:49 PM Spiegel, Caleb
wow

Kate Goodenough 4:50 PM
Thanks Evan!

Kate Williams 4:50 PM
Thank you all!

N Schoch 4:51 PM
Great talks everyone - thank you for all your excellent work!

Evan Adams 4:51 PM
Cheers!

Kocek, Alison R stopped recording.

Peter Paton 4:51 PM
Thanks

Meeting ended: at 5:01 PM after 8 hours 46 minutes 39 seconds
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Kocek, Alison R 8:41 AM
https://docs.google.com/document/d/107gCTetx_PA5u9gSAYt6eYQoDprKU10ozJOAZx6OSzc/edit?usp=sharing

2025 Roseate Tern Meeting - Parking Lot - Google Docs
2025 Roseate Tern Meeting Parking Lot - Items to Discuss Today or in the Future
docs.google.com

Vagos, Kristina 8:42 AM
I find myself trying to read that MFR

Chantal Macleod-Nolan 8:48 AM
Great update Brian! 

Peter Paton 8:49 AM
What species of gulls on Rockabill and do they breed on Rockabill?

Brian Burke 8:52 AM
It's mostly Herring Gulls, occasionally Great Black-backed Gulls. HG try to nest on Rockabill and we remove the nests under license, but plenty of nearby islands that host them. I suspect though that the birds that try and nest are the most problematic predators here. 

Gemma Clucas 8:54 AM
Brian, if you want to look into DNA metabarcoding and don't have a lab in the UK to work with then I'd be happy to chat: gemma.clucas@cornell.edu
Or Ireland, sorry! 

Brian Burke 8:55 AM
Unfortunately I can't hang around but look forward to catching up on presentations and discussions via the recording later. If anyone ever needs it my email is bburke@birdwatchireland.ie 

Vagos, Kristina 8:56 AM
Thank you both!

Liam Waters 8:57 AM
Any ideas why the COTE were hit so much harder than the ROST by HPAI at rockabill (and beyond)?

Chantal Macleod-Nolan 9:00 AM
HPAI appeared to hit different tern species in different years with Common terns severely impacted in 2023. HPAI killed up to 50% of adults in major colonies. On Coquet it was 80%

Chantal Macleod-Nolan 9:04 AM
In Europe, Roseate Terns, Arctic Terns and Sandwich Terns have all suffered from HPAI across different years. Interestingly we have not yet observed high mortality caused by HPAI in Little Terns.

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 9:07 AM
Ricardo: They also got nesting ROYTs on the MD raft in 2025.

Zambrano, Ricardo 9:07 AM
I think they had both species.

Rubega, Margaret 9:09 AM
Victoria, has there been any opportunity in USVI to test for HPAI? 

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 9:10 AM
Victoria: Are ROSTs still nesting in the BVI?

Victoria Beasley 9:18 AM
Margaret, there has been HPAI testing and it has not been detected in the USVI as of yet. However, Roseate terns,  specifically, have not been tested. 

Victoria Beasley 9:19 AM
Jeffrey, I do think they have a few colonies in the BVI's, yes. I haven't had an update from them in a year or two though. 

Mostello, Carolyn (FWE) 9:21 AM
You might consider tallying the mixed Roseate-Common pairs as half-pairs so they don't show as zeros

Victoria Beasley 9:22 AM
Thank you everyone, I need to hop off. If anyone has any questions about the USVI or would like to reach out, my email is: victoria.beasley@dpnr.vi.gov. Happy birding!

9:22 AM Spiegel, Caleb
Yay, Kate!

OBrien, Kate 9:24 AM 3/4/26 
I was with Rachel Carson NWR for over 20 years,  moved to Ecological Services National Recovery Planning Team about 2 years and about a year ago returned to Refuges at the regionaoffice.   Kate_OBrien@fws.gov - I am stationed in Wells, ME

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 9:30 AM
Shawn: Both chicks from Country Island and about 70% of the ROST chicks you banded at North Brother were seen as HYs on Cape Cod.

Prosser, Diann J 9:32 AM
Thank you, Shawn! For the hypersaline solution that is applied pre-egg laying, is there vegetation at that time or does it emerge later in the season (i.e., when you apply the solution, is it before the veg has grown and is still successful?).

Shawn Craik 9:35 AM
Diann: Some plots have very early growth of radish (few mm of growth) whereas other plots have no growth when spraying was initiated.



Prosser, Diann J 3/5/2026 9:32 AM
Thank you, Shawn! For the hypersaline solution that is applied pre-egg laying, is there vegetation at that time or does it emerge later in the season (i.e., when you apply the solution, is it before the veg has grown and is still successful?).

Rebekah Goodwill 9:44 AM
We remove vegetation (weed pulling and weed whacking) before salt treatment in NH. 
I have to dash off now but look forward to catching up on the talks at a later date. If anyone has any questions about Coquet Island, UK, feel free to reach out to me at rebekah.goodwill@rspb.org.uk

Holly Goyert 9:48 AM
Wow! 80% herring to COTE and 50% ROST! Would be interested to hear from any herring/fisheries biologists (following on Michelle's talk 3/3/26 ) about if there's a sense of conditions that may have made it a good herring year?
... or a bad sand lance year? by Liam Waters

Liam Waters 9:49 AM
... or a bad sand lance year?

Vagos, Kristina 9:49 AM
Liz, what type of vegetation are you targeting? What does the salt work best with and have you noticed any type of vegetation that it doesn't work with?

Kocek, Alison R 9:49 AM
Sarah if you don't mind sharing your buzzards bay update, the presentation still didn't come through

Guitart, Sarah R (FWE) 9:52 AM
love a BLGU

Elizabeth Craig 9:54 AM
Holly Goyert: There was a huge pulse of herring at the mouth of the Piscataqua river -- maybe related to cold water temperatures this year

Elizabeth Craig 9:57 AM
Vagos, Kristina: We're mostly targeting dense grass, but we did review what types of plants were more or less sensitive in our 2022 paper https://doi.org/10.1002/wsb.1301. I can provide a pdf if you're interested.

Paton, Suzanne 9:57 AM
Liz - wonder if river restoration/ dam removal work may also have increased river herring numbers - juvenile out migration from the river? 

Guitart, Sarah R (FWE) 9:58 AM
Jumping off of Suzanne Paton's comment, Just in general, it'd be interesting to get an idea of individual herring species to see which herring species is showing up from year to year

Elizabeth Craig 9:59 AM
Paton, Suzanne: Maybe so? I believe most of the herring consumption at our colony is Atlantic herring based on the fecal dna   

Chantal Macleod-Nolan 9:59 AM 
Holly Goyert: I missed the talks 3/3/26  so apologies if this was already answered. Going from the larger proportion of herring being recorded in 2025. Do you have similar concerns about sandlance population and the effect of warming sea temperatures on the fish and their own food source?

Gemma Clucas 10:04 AM
Well done for getting so much done despite the small crew Eileen! Do you think you'll be able to return to a full crew this summer?

Heather Williams 10:04 AM
I'm thinking/wondering the same thing!

10:06 AM Spiegel, Caleb
Kris: good to see the high productivity on Faulkner. Do you have an idea why? Did you implement any new sort of management/predator prevention? 

Elizabeth Craig 10:07 AM
Chantal Macleod-Nolan: Our NH roseate terns are very reliant on sand lance, so we are definitely concerned about sand lance populations. GPS data are indicating where roseate terns are foraging, and it does seem like NH sandy beaches and surrounding waters are key. Michelle Staudinger at UMaine would be a good contact regarding sand lance and warming temperatures in our region

McGourty, Eileen 10:08 AM
No crew again for tern monitoring this year at Monomoy NWR.  We are hoping to get back on track for 2027 but we will see.  

Chantal Macleod-Nolan 10:08 AM
Elizabeth Craig:  Thanks Elizabeth!

Vagos, Kristina 10:08 AM
Hi Caleb - yes, no known predation and lots of fish - specifically sand lance. The terns were very early this year and last which may have changed patterns of predators for the benefit of the terns. This may also have helped fish as the LIS gets really warm - so maybe better for cold loving species like sand lance. All this is speculation. We had good productivity in 2024 as well for the same reasons.

Mostello, Carolyn (FWE) 10:09 AM
Eileen, we also will have a very scaled down tern season, so maybe we can touch base about plans

McGourty, Eileen 10:09 AM
That sounds great Carolyn!  

Vagos, Kristina 10:11 AM
That's pretty awesome!

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 10:15 AM
Margaret: What %age of your ROST nestboxes are used by nesting pairs?

Vagos, Kristina 10:15 AM
We've lost all nesting out on the north spit of Falkner Island (still in the revetment near the north spit) because it regularly washes over - so we are also seeing ROSTs nest higher on the island. We are also witnessing American oystercatchers moving up from the beaches onto the island shelves.

Prosser, Diann J 10:15 AM
Hi Eileen, thank you for your talk! Would love to connect sometime on your bcnh control efforts. We have had increasing # of nesting bcnh on island (Poplar Island, MD Chesapeake Bay) and subsequent mass predation (as well as by a couple gbhe) in the past few years. We work closely with FWS as they lead control, and we have set up pre-season approaches to enact over the past few years. Have also received info/advice from C Mostello and others. dprosser@usgs.gov (happy to talk with anyone who has info to share!)

McGourty, Eileen 10:18 AM
Diann happy to chat.  I will send you an email!

Chantal Macleod-Nolan 10:22 AM
Thanks so much to Alison and Caleb for organising and to all the speakers - its been very interesting! I've also got to head off but look forward to listening to the talks later. 
I'm aware that it has been a couple of years since the last International Roseate Tern Annual Newsletter but I am planning on reprising it and will send an email to Alison to share with anyone interested in contributing to it. 
Best wishes, Chantal

Kocek, Alison R 10:22 AM
BREAK TIME! Report back at 1027

Spiegel, Caleb stopped recording.

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 10:23 AM
Diann: If you are in the office tomorrow I can discuss what they had to do on Falkner Island to control BCNH back in the early 2000s.

Espinosa, Jessica 10:34 AM
Jeff,   Not sure Margaret saw this, so I'll just update: in 2025 nest box use by ROST was ~36% on GGI and it's been increasing (from ~25% historically) over the past few years, likely largely due to box replacement/updating efforts

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 10:35 AM
Cindy: Have you tried to determine if some of the "weird" ROST eggs are laid by hybrid females?

Ian Nisbet 10:46 AM
Roseate eggs are usually more pointed at the small ends than common eggs. I always place a lot of weight on this character, but this is subjective because there is no way to measure 'pointedness' in the field, Does your software give you a measure of 'pointedness'? Have you looked at Preston's papers on egg shape from the 1950s?

McKnight,Julie (elle | she, her) (ECCC)10:48 AM
I missed it - did this session happen? Update on Unusual Tern Mortality Initiative (Alison Kocek for Stephanie Avery-Gomm)
Paton, Suzanne 10:49 AM
Julie - We have not provided that update yet as our colony updates ran over the time we had allotted.  

Kocek, Alison R 10:49 AM
McKnight,Julie: It did not yet - probably pushed to the end of the day

Barreto, Cindy 10:51 AM
Spendelow, Jeffrey A:  yes! We photographed "weird" eggs (what we call ambiguous) and went back to the field to identify both parents. This took us a lot of blind hours, but we added this "third" category to check how our models would do assigning them to ROST or COTE. So the 69% accuracy accounts for that. Regarding hybrids, we didn't observe hybrid pairs in any of the nests we photographed, but we collected samples to identify hybridization and back-cross reproduction (introgression). Hopefully, next year I'll be presenting hybridization and introgression data to you all. We just started processing these samples 

Kocek, Alison R 10:52 AM
Crissy-crossy is the best name

Barreto, Cindy 10:56 AM
 Ian: The software doesn't give me "pointedness", so I've been using "shape index" to assign them as "pointed" or "not-pointed". I'm using Curtis's (1914) index, but I did come across Preston's papers and went back to them (and other) mathematical formulas last week, to see if I could build a more sophisticated statistical model. I'm open to suggestions if you know different ways to treat these morphometrics! Or suggestions on what other measurements we can take from the photos!  

Ian Nisbet 10:57 AM
Contact me after the meeting at icnisbetverizon.net. 

Elizabeth Craig 11:01 AM
Guitart, Sarah:  How have BCNH predation rates compared historically between ROST nests in boxes vs nests in natural habitat types? Do you think nests in boxes are at greater risk?

Rubega, Margaret 11:01 AM
Hi Jeff. There's a complicated answer to this simple question. When we started studying occupancy as a function of box type in 2022, our total box occupancy was 23% of all (our thousands of) boxes. Jess Espinosa's dissertation work dug deep into factors influencing preferences, and we'll make sure those papers get disseminated asap, but the experiment she did showed that the most preferred box types had occupancies ~38%. We are just starting a major box replacement exercise based on her work, so ask me again next year!

Guitart, Sarah R (FWE) 11:02 AM 
Mostello, Carolyn, you may be better at answering Liz's questions?

Mostello, Carolyn (FWE) 11:02 AM
Liz, sometimes night herons concentrate on nests in veg and sometimes on nests in boxes. I think individual variations in predator preferences are at play


Spendelow, Jeffrey A 11:07 AM
Age of chick influenced the likelihood of BCNH predation of ROST chicks at Falkner Island back in the 1990s and early 2000s.

Ian Nisbet 11:12 AM
My understanding was that the 1987 listing was for the entire Caribbean population. Roseates breed all over the easern Caribbean and the total population is still in the thousands.

Espinosa, Jessica 11:14 AM
We're unfortunately way behind on all the recovery doc updates for both populations as Suzanne said, and so right now we're just working on the northern pop SSA but hopefully the Caribbean in the future!!!

Shea Fee
11:17 AM Has anyone tried monitoring fledgling provisioning rates outside of breeding colonies on staging grounds? If so how did it go?

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 11:18 AM
Shea: It ain't easy.

Zitske, Brad 11:25 AM
I miss reading the Weekly World News in line at the grocery store.

Juliet Lamb 11:25 AM
Not to mention the Spice Girls...

Holly Goyert 11:33 AM
With respect to the recovery planning process, has anyone inquired with the R2R (Road to Recovery) group based out of Georgetown about why Roseate Terns aren't considered a tipping point species? Seems relevant to this topic in terms of being able to dedicate more resources towards a working group on recovery planning and implementation. https://r2rbirds.org/tipping-point-species/

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 11:33 AM
PEFAs are a major predation threat at Staging Sites

11:33 AM Spiegel, Caleb
Holly - it is my understanding that R2R does not incorporate species that are already ESA-listed

OBrien, Kate 11:33 AM
Holly Goyert:  Holly, I can look into that, however I think it is a very good question. - Ah Caleb has the answer 

11:34 AM Spiegel, Caleb
Nevermind... I'm wrong... There are some on the red list

Mostello, Carolyn (FWE) 11:34 AM
R2R includes piping plover, which is listed, but not some other listed species. Seems a bit random 

Holly Goyert 11:34 AM
R2R includes Red Knots and Piping Plovers. I know they don't necessary create a working group if an active one already exists, but seems like at the least they should be listed as a tipping point species. 

11:35 AM Spiegel, Caleb
I believe that the scores are all based on Avian Conservation and Assessment Database scores

Elizabeth Craig 11:36 AM
Felipe Braga Pereira shared information about ongoing hunting/capture of ROST on wintering grounds at PSG 2025
VOICES OF THE SEA: CONNECTIONS BETWEEN FISHERS AND CONSERVATION OF ROSEATE TERNS (STERNA DOUGALLII) IN GALINHOS, NORTHEAST BRAZIL Felipe Braga Pereira*, Jason A. Mobley, José Onofre Nascimento Monteiro, Rafael Ângelo Revorêdo, Mariana Ribeiro Porto Araujo, Keenan Yakola, Donald E. Lyons, Joan Walsh, John Herbert, Danielle Sequeira Garcez

OBrien, Kate 11:36 AM
Peregrine Falcons

Mostello, Carolyn (FWE) 11:37 AM
Caleb, I don't know what that is but you'd expect roseates to come out on top of any index that is related to vulnerabiltiy

11:38 AM Spiegel, Caleb
R2R tipping point species criteria are described here: https://r2rbirds.org/tipping-point-species/

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 11:38 AM
Can you post a link to that report.


OBrien, Kate 11:38 AM
Holly, I think that is a good idea

Kocek, Alison R 11:40 AM
i agree, great idea Holly

11:40 AM Spiegel, Caleb
@ Carolyn -- I agree. ACAD has acknowledged issues with adequately classifying seabirds. In some cases it has to do with the way they identify (or do not adequately identify) susbspecies and populations. I'd imagine that is what happened here, but not completely sure

Espinosa, Jessica 11:41 AM
My emails: jessica_espinosa@fws.gov, espinosaj@si.edu

OBrien, Kate 11:47 AM
Kate_OBrien@fws.gov

Kocek, Alison R 11:50 AM
Peter and Juliet may have some data to share regarding that topic in the Tracking Studies 2 session after lunch


Juliet Lamb 11:50 AM
I was going to mention-- stay tuned for Peter's talk re. surrogates (in terms of at-sea habitat use)

Elizabeth Craig 11:52 AM
These are all important information needs! Particularly interested in sand mining related to sand lance, behavior of immature birds, and COTE/ROST interactions

Shea Fee 11:53 AM
Potential Future breeding sites- Muskeget Island used to host breeding ROST but is primarily now a GBBG colony. Extensive gull suppression would likely need to happen to encourage nesting again. But human disturbance is minimal and prey resources seem to be fairly abundant. 

Shawn Craik 11:53 AM
Carolyn, excellent point. Our data from Nova Scotia suggest that ROST benefit from larger nearby densities of COTE and perhaps even ARTE nests.  
https://ace-eco.org/vol20/iss2/art17/
Nest-site habitat partitioning by Arctic, Common, and Roseate terns - Avian Conservation and Ecology
When closely related species that share aspects of their habitat niches nest in sympatry, selection is expected to favor species-specific differences in nest-site selection that allow birds to part...
ace-eco.org

Mostello, Carolyn (FWE) 11:54 AM
Thanks for the paper, Shawn!

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 11:57 AM
Kris: Way back when ROSTs tried to nest on the top edge of FICT they had a major problem of predation by a small species of ants that started swarming inside as soon as the chicks pipped.

Vagos, Kristina 11:59 AM
Yes, definitely still have ants

Rubega, Margaret 12:00 PM
One bite of the elephant at a time!

McKnight,Julie (elle | she, her) (ECCC) 12:01 PM
Resist-Accept-Direct Framework - Climate Change (U.S. National Park Service)
Resist-Accept-Direct Framework - Climate Change (U.S. National Park Service)
www.nps.gov

Espinosa, Jessica 12:05 PM
Thank you everyone! This has been really helpful and productive!

Holly Goyert 12:07 PM
WRT density-dependence (Rubega,Margaret and  Mostello,Carolyn (FWE)),
 I've brought this up in previous Recovery meetings, so don't want to sound like a broken record, but I can look at density-dependence and estimate carrying capacity of ROST through population models (and PVAs) using abundance and productivity. Please reach out to me if interested in collaborating on something! 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0006320716308618
https://americanornithologypubsblog.org/2018/08/15/arctic-seabird-populations-respond-to-climate-ch…

Rubega, Margaret 12:09 PM
Holly, super interested in talking. I'll email you. 

Holly Goyert 12:09 PM
holly.goyert@briwildlife.org

Rubega, Margaret 12:10 PM
margaret.rubega@uconn.edu

Kate Williams 12:11 PM
Kayla, there are updated SCRAM 3/4/26 exposure estimates as of 2024 (see reports and other info at https://www.collisionrisk.org/scram), and we're working on another update this year to incorporate additional tracking data. Reach out if we can help support your work in some way through these updates - kate.williams@briwildlife.org
SCRAM 3/4/26 | Collision Risk Models for Birds and Wind Energy Development
More information about SCRAM, the Stochastic Collision Risk Assessment for Movement model.
www.collisionrisk.org

Pam Michael (Terra Mar) 12:17 PM
Kayla: I can see why you were excited while prepping this talk; very interesting and relevant work! Awesome!

Davis, Kayla 12:21 PM
Kayla's email:kayldavis@umass.edu

Guitart, Sarah R (FWE) 12:22 PM 
Davis,Kayla: what is your post-doc timeline? when do you want data collection to be finished?

Kate Williams 12:22 PM
Jen how many layers are you wearing right now 

Kocek, Alison R 12:22 PM
Kayla if you have any outstanding data needs, please let us know so we can help you get it

Holly Goyert 12:25 PM
Kayla, very exciting that you're taking an age-structured approach to this - long overdue. Also very happy to hear that you're looking at sea level rise (not just wind energy). Are you planning to incorporate density-dependence in this iteration?
Davis, Kayla 12:25 PM 
Guitart, Sarah:  the project completion deadline is Nov. 2027, but we're eager to move things forward quickly. We're mindful of the SSA, and we hope that our efforts can help support them too! 



Davis, Kayla 12:28 PM 
Holly Goyert: we haven't finalized ideas for scenarios by any means, but we've definitely talked about including density-dependent effects, at least on productivity

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 12:30 PM
Alison (et al.): With regard to data needs for Kayla's work, she will be meeting with me later this month to discuss the staging site data.

Holly Goyert 12:31 PM
Nice. Also understanding that you need covariates that can be forecasted, I also wonder about long-term SST data or something to act as a proxy for sandlance abundance or something like that. Feel free to reach out if you want to talk through any of this.

OBrien, Kate 12:33 PM
The SSA model is planning to incorporate density dependence, there are ongoing discussions on how to best partner given the need to revise/modernize  the recovery documents.  The current SSA model is limited to scope of SSA.

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 12:34 PM
AMOY group contact probably Lindsay Addison

Ian Nisbet 12:34 PM
There is a table in the 1980 5-year review showing strong positive density-dependence of productivity on colony-size. This is highly destabilizing. When we set up our simulation model (Garcia-Quismondo et al. 2018), we could only make the population stable (not go to infinity) by assuming strong negative density-dependence, and we found (surprisingly) that negative density-dependence of juveniles was more important than that of adults. 

Ian Nisbet 12:37 PM
A ‘dirty little secret’ of band reading in the field is that error rates are not zero, however much we try to reduce them. Jeff does perhaps the best job an doing so. 

Paton, Suzanne stopped recording.

Mckay, Jennifer L 12:39 PM
I will have my chat open the rest of the day so feel free to @ me with any questions. 
Or just shoot me an e-mail

Kocek, Alison R 12:39 PM
We are at lunch and will be back at 1:30PM ET!


Spendelow, Jeffrey A 1:46 PM
Rafa: Do you have evidence that your ROSTs may be resting on offshore oil structures?

Tengeres, Jill E 1:46 PM
Great work, Rafa!!!!

Welch, Linda 1:47 PM
Great talk Rafa!!  So exciting to see all this data!
OBrien, Kate 1:47 PM
Rafa, do you know which Maine colony your tagged roseate was associated with? Thanks

Rafael Revorêdo 1:50 PM
Answer to Jeff: on the data we saw on an island port, and maybe in some boat or reef, but we never digged enough the tracks to find oil structures, yet. I'll check for that, Jeff!

Rafael Revorêdo 1:52 PM
Answer to Kate: Yes, It's from Stratton Island. We also saw the bird back there during summer. Pretty cool!!

McKnight,Julie (elle | she, her) (ECCC) 1:52 PM
That pink bird is from North Brother Island

Evan Adams 1:59 PM
Keenan, interesting stuff. My experience with analyzing FH data at such large sampling rates is that there is a ton of uncertainty in those estimates. This uncertainty reflects off the surface and compounds. Have you considered using the periods when the animals are resting to assess the accuracy/uncertainty of the data? Further, you might want to try running a model where your process model using a normal (rather than a lognormal) distribution, just to see how different those results would be.

Holly Goyert 2:00 PM
So exciting to see these results, Keenan and Rafa. Would love you to speak to nocturnal migration (when visibility is lower) and resting (when exposure is lower) (if you can speak to this)

Guitart, Sarah R (FWE) 2:00 PM
Great talk Keenan!

Evan Adams 2:00 PM
Sounds good! I would be happy to chat about it more.

2:00 PM Spiegel, Caleb
Keenan: Good presentation! With the 30 min interval, is there any way to look at weather variables like wind affecting flight height estimates?

Yakola, Keenan 2:02 PM
McKnight,Julie : That pink bird is from North Brother Island
Yes! Mixed up the names, that's for flagging that. 

Yakola, Keenan 2:08 PM
Evan Adams: Yes, we did consider this but have been going back and forth on this. Berigan et al. 2025 recently did this with woodcock (we largely based our model on their model). One of our concerns is that we don't know if measurement error is the same when birds are roosting on the sand and water vs. in flight. It would be great to do some drone tests, but we don't have the capacity or drones to do it. We did start using a normal distribution instead of log-normal, but because we there is a lot of error (+/- 40 meters) we got a lot of negative values.... Ultimately the distribution of + values with the normal distribution model are quite comparable to the distribution of the "forced positive" values of the lognormal. Feel free to shoot me an email with any more thoughts. 

Yakola, Keenan 2:10 PM
Holly Goyert: I have looked at this a little... because of the relatively high signal to noise ratio in the data, I have been hesitant to make more comparisons like day vs night or in/out of lease area. Let's discuss more! 

Yakola, Keenan 2:11 PM
Spiegel, Caleb:  This is one of our next steps! We also hope to deploy newer tags which will give us higher GPS fix rates and more accurate altitude estimates. 

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 2:14 PM
Peter: Really neat to see your post-breeding data!

Mostello, Carolyn (FWE) 2:17 PM
Fascinating! Great work, Peter etal!

Prosser, Diann J 2:33 PM
Thank you for all the talks in this session!

McKnight,Julie (elle | she, her) (ECCC) 2:36 PM
That was VR2 tagged in Brazil (the pink bird Keenan showed) - I believe the photos of the chafing/scarring were sent to Keenan. The stretchmagic seemed to have soaked up some blood - it was discoloured. 

McKnight,Julie (elle | she, her) (ECCC) 2:37 PM
and we had a vet on site - who should have sent a report...

Pokras, Mark 2:39 PM
My guess is that most sensitive time for abrasions due to the stretch material might be during molt when feathers are growing, follicles are enlarged and there's more local dermal blood supply...

Kocek, Alison R 2:39 PM
stretch magic is used in a lot of songbird work as well

Kocek, Alison R 2:40 PM
it is incredible the efforts to ensure the safety of these birds indeed. bravo Liz and all!

Rubega, Margaret 2:41 PM
I think that's a good guess, Mark. Another point to keep in mind that growing pin feathers would themselves have blood supply up the center, and as abrasion against the tag breaks them off, they'd leak blood. 

Lyons, Don 2:42 PM
Caleb: studies haven't been as careful as what Liz is putting together, in particular for provisioning and return rates. Peter's point re size is a good one, also. Recall that ROST are among the most well monitored of all terns.

2:43 PM Spiegel, Caleb
Agreed. It provides a pretty unique opportunity to look at tag effects at this level of detail


Pokras, Mark 2:43 PM
If stretch magic comes in different widths & thicknesses, those could be important factors to consider in terms of reducing localized pressure & friction to the birds

Recording stopped.

Guitart, Sarah R (FWE) 2:45 PM
Great session! Thank you all so much for your work!

Vagos, Kristina 2:58 PM
Have to leave but thank you all so much. I love this meeting. I really appreciate everyone who presented and led discussions - and thank you to our organizers! 

Rubega, Margaret 3:26 PM
Thanks so much Grace, great stuff!

Mostello, Carolyn (FWE) 3:26 PM
Its amazing to see the new tracking data confirming your early findings

Spendelow, Jeffrey A 3:26 PM
So glad to see the data were not lost as they are so valuable!

Kocek, Alison R 3:29 PM
Patty are you ok with me sharing your conclusion slides in the chat in case not everyone saw them?

3:42 PM Spiegel, Caleb
Thanks, Jeff... Here's a link to that AMBC member project summaries report: http://atlanticmarinebirds.org/downloads/AMBC2025_PartnerProjectSummaries_Final.pdf

Rubega, Margaret 3:49 PM
Wish Helen Hays was here for the news of the 30 year old!

N. Schoch 3:49 PM
Have to head out - excellent meetings the last few days - thank you very much and congratulations on all the fantastic work you are doing!

Davis, Kayla 4:02 PM
Thank you for organizing a great meeting! 

Elizabeth Craig 4:02 PM
Thanks, Alison and Caleb and Suzanne !

Rubega, Margaret 4:02 PM
BIG thanks to Caleb, Alison and Suzanne for putting together a great meeting!!! 

Peter Paton 4:02 PM
Thanks to all of you for organizing a great meeting

Mostello, Carolyn (FWE) 4:02 PM
Awesome meeting--thanks to all who organized and presented!
Zambrano, Ricardo 4:02 PM
Thank you.

Shea Fee 4:03 PM
Thank you for another great group of talks! Awesome job everyone!

Barreto, Cindy 4:03 PM
Thank you everyone for the presentations and big thanks to Alison, Caleb, and Suzanne for putting this meeting together! 

Rafael Revorêdo 4:03 PM
Thank you again, for the amazing meeting! Always awesome see everybody here!

OBrien, Kate 4:03 PM
Thanks!

Kocek, Alison R stopped recording.

Vargas, Maritza 4:03 PM
Thank you all

Freiday, Tim 4:04 PM
Great meeting thanks everyone!

Meeting ended: at 4:20 PM after 7 hours 58 minutes 50 seconds
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